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LURWkNl-fe-D Chief Who
wiped A Continent?It Would Surprise No

One in England7 If
Kitchener Were to Make

His One-Tim- e Arch
Enemy Generalissimo.

General Louis Botha, the

WILL who "swiped a
prove the savior of

England on the continental
battlefields?

Will the famous Boer general who wai
first the hater of England and is now
England's dearest friend, who first

to throw England out of the
southern end of the African continent
and later but a few weeks ago won
for England from Germany a vast tract
of South Africa consisting of more than
800,000 square miles, will this famoui
Boer general take charge of the Eng-
lish forces In France and bring to Eng-
land the victory that the English gener-
als so far have apparently been unable to
bring to her?

General Botha is perhaps the ablest
general that the Boer countries have pro-

duced. He has been familiar with war
since as a boy of twenty-tw-o years ha
fought the Zulus. During the English-Bo-er

war his achievements as a leader of
the Boers were nothing less than bril-
liant. But his greatest military laurels
came to him only recently when, with a
poorly equipped force, he nipped in the
bud the revolt of the Boers which took
place shortly after war was declared last
summer, and later moved Into German
Southwest Africa, captured Its defenders
and won the territory for the British
crown.

As a result he received a warm letter
of thanks from Lord Kitchener and con-
gratulations from other highly placed
British officials. Then, what Is more as-
tonishing, he received a lengthy personal
letter from Kitchener himself, asking him
to come to England to help the English
fight the Germans.

The letter was worded In such a man-
ner as to warm the old soldier's heart. It
left Botha no excuse for saying "no."
Just what are the definite offers made to
Botha no one knows. AH that the Eng-
lish censors have permitted to be pub-
lished Is that Botha has been invited to
he'p England against Germany, and that
Botha has accepted the Invitation.

Conjectures are rife as to what will be
the rank of the famous general. It will
surprise no one if Kitchener and the
other English leaders make him the gen-
eralissimo of the English armies. In fact.
It will surprise nearly everybody who is
familiar with the situation if he Is not
given supreme command.

It will, of course, be a direct slap In
the face for Sir John French, the present
commander-ln-chlc- f of the field forces of
England. Yet It Is pointed out In Eng-
land that Sir John French Is at logger-
heads with Kitchener and that he has not
accomplished much to date, anyway.
Botha, according t the best Informed.
Is the one man whom England needs to-
day more than any other, for while Eng-
land has been able" to produce generals
who are successful organizers, she has
not been able to find a man who has had
great practical field experience in
handling large bodies of men. And this
is one of Botha's qualities.

Botha was born on a small farm near
the lonely town of Natal. His father was
a middle class farmer who, shortly after
Louis' birth, thought he would try his
luck where land was cheap. Accordingly,
he hitched up his oxen and set out on a
trek, taking his family with him.

He traeled until he had reached the
undulating plains of the Orange Free
State, and there pitched his camp. Young
Louis grew up as most Boers do. He had
to watch his father's flock, milk the cows
and train horses and oxen for riding and
for draft purposes.

When he wastcn cars old he could
ride any horse brought to him, and from
time to time won many horse races that
were organized by the farmers In the vi-

cinity. ,
Until he was twenty-tw-o years old

Louis remained on his father's farm,
plowing, reaping and shearing and do-
ing the hundred and one-od- d things that

was the original victim of
grape Juice and it was

who Induced him to take
it! This much about our an-ele- nt

and honored ancestor has been
definitely settled.

At least It has been settled definitely
to the satisfaction of Sir William Wlll-cock- s,

K. C. M. G the noted English
engineer who Is the designer and builder-o-f

the Assuan dam and projector of tne
Irrigation system of Mesopotamia and has
an Intimate acquaintance with all the
places made famous by biblical history.

Sir William maintains that Adam ad
Eve left the Garden of Eden, not' because
they ate apples, but because Eve hit on a
plan of making wine out of the crapes
which grew and still grow bo bontlfllr
In that region. In other words, 'she led
Adam i to be a drinking man. He de--
lares that it tas coauaoaly aoeaftas Usa

it-- .. .. J.. & -- ,- - ,

..
-- . -- i, . i .

III r
t Jt l -

I . ii 'LnT!ruSicflssssssssss
m Mf v9fe?WAvvv2BK2B3iSISBK2MflSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

USmlmmmmWKmmar

S j sJ2SSfasBBBBlBBSBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBSBB7. IBM

rlybyi -

'

are required by the pioneer's life. It was
in these years that he got that intimate
knowledge of the land which made him
one of the best ministers of agriculture
who ever held that position in the Boer
nation.

He knew all the different diseases
which attacked stock and cattle at differ-
ent periods of the year, and In many
cases was able to suggest a remedy. By
being able to enter Into the Innermost
lives of the farmers and dealing with
them In a sympathetic manner he suc-
ceeded In winning their confidence and
has retained It until this day.

The veld was Botha's university. He
grew up an experienced farmer, an ex-
perienced rider and a crack rifle shot.
His education was his knowledge of the
soil. His schoolroom was among the
wild flowers of the high veld. There was
no other education to be had In those
days In Botha's country.

Like Lincoln, Botha Improved his
working time by taking always a book to
study while he was looking after the
sheep on his father's farm. Round the
hearth at night time his father main-
tained the ancient practice of saying the
evening prayers and reading a chapter
of the Bible, so that young Louis was
reared In a strongly religious, almost
Puritanic, atmosphere.

The father also would tell his children
of the deeds accomplished and the dan-
gers passed by the old Voortrekkers who
were tne pioneers of tne hinterAnd of

of the Garden of Eden were true neither
Adam nor Eve would have left It.

The flood, which made Noah's repu-

tation as the first skipper, has been du-

plicated often In the Mississippi fvalley,-Sl-r

William says. Furthermore, the ark
never rested on top of Mount Ararat. The
flood story and many other biblical tales
which Sir WiAlam thinks are far .from
the truth' have resulted from mistakes
by the translators In trying to decipher
languages that had long been dead when
the first books of the Bible were written.
Sir William believes that the translators
were entirely honest in their' Intentions,
but because of their mistakes the world
kaSjbeen grossly deceived.
, In --planning tie irrigation systea .of

Sir William discovered the
exact location of the Garden of JMeat
the Junetion of tWTigris and Euphrates.
At tas Urn tki twi sriciaal asttlsn 3ts
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South Africa. These tales of the olden
days fired the imagination of young
Botha, In whom the spirit of adventure
was alread strong.

As a lad he knew nothing of what fear
was. He would go on hunting trips that
would last days and weeks at a time, and
big game was his one desire. As the years
went by the farm grew too small for his
ambitions. When he was twenty-tw- o

years old his chance came.
At this time Catewayo, the old Zulu

king, had been deposed by the English,
and his son. Dlnlzulu, had been made
head of the Zulu nation. There was an-
other claimant for the honor, however, in
Catewayo'sa brother, who attempted to
wrest the kingship from his nephew.

He brought up his warriors and
stormed the young king's village, with
the result that the king had to flee to
safety. In the mountains the king gath-
ered what forces he could In preparation
for another fight against his uncle. -- One
of his counsellors, an old man who had

Drink Plied Eve;
there, 8Ir William says, nothing grew in
the garden except date palms, vines and
alfalfa.

They subsisted on dates and everything
went along happily, until Eve found how
to make wine out of the grapes, and then-,sh- e

wasn't satisfied until she had Adam
drinking it. "He grew dissatisfied with
dates as soon as he became addicted to
drink, and Jt'ls Sir William's Idea that
Adam and Eve left", the garden to try to
find something to eat besides dates.

Taking np the .flood episode. Sir Wll-;ila-m

says that If the 'inundation had been
so ezfeaslve as to leave the ark stranded
on top Of Mount Ararat tthe forty days
rain would have had to yield a precipita--
tfon.ofi'Seop incites a day, which Is quite

r.a shower. As a;matter of fact Jhe ancient
-- Jluil.H.1I.Vui.. '- - .. , 41.Aaewri w iuo
language of'the flood times, ju& what -
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fought with his grandfather, endeavored
to dissuade his ruler from entering Into
combat with the older and more clever
relative,) and suggested It would be bet-
ter to enlist the help of the Boers who
had settled In the neighborhood.

Dlnlzulu was quick to see the advan-
tages of this plan and sent out messen-
gers to the Boers. It was not long before
Botha heard of the expedition. Here at
last was the chance which he had been
so long desiring. He hurriedly said good-b- y

to his father, and, accompanied by
his brother Gert, went off to the "war"
with his gun slung over his shoulder.

By 'five days of hard riding they came
to the junction of the Buffalo and Blood
rivers, where the old Voortrekkers anni-
hilated Dingaan's savage horde. Here

and Inundated the valley In which Adam
lived. All the settlers for many miles
around hurried over to Noah's to take
refuge in his ark and when the floods
receded the ark remained In the valley.

Sir William claims that the ancient
flood sufferers really thought the inunda-
tion jhad covered the entire world, and
they commenced building high towers to
escape future inundaUons.The Tower of
Babel was one of the first of these, and
while it was under way-- the people from
the snrrssading 'countries - all rushed
there for safety in case of another flood.
Naturally there were'' many languages
spoken and a "confusion of tongues" was

'the result. This led the tower builders
to believe that God "had sent a confusion
of tongues because he was angry over the
penetration ,of jthe towers into heaven.

"This isione of tae chlldisn stories that
have come .down to ihl becmuae tt has
pleased God In his wWJoa 'to preservs It
for us.." asserts Birjwnuass.

One 'of the Uaa4atlatKc tk MUa,
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they found more Boers from the Trans-Ta- al

and the Free State, as well as a few
from Natal. ,

A meeting was held In the open and
Lukas Meyer was appointed commanding
officer of the 200 Boers who had gath-
ered. DInizulu's lmpls, his regiment of
warriors, went out to engage the usurp-
er's army, while the Boers remained
ambushed. At a given signal they rushed
out on horseback, firing as they went.
and drove off the astonished usurper and
all' his forces. The fight was short and
sharp. Never again did Uslbepu dispute
his nephew's right to kingship over the
land.

Botha made himself conspicuous for
his daring and bravery during the en-
gagement. When it was over Command-
ant Meyer congratulated him on what he
had done. For their services the Boers
received a large tract of land which later
became known as the Vrljheld. They Im-
mediately set up. a new republic with
Lukas Meyer as president and Louis
Botha as the native commissioner.

For four years the new republic ex-

isted In peace and with a fair degree of
prosperity. In 1888, however, the new
territory was taken over by the South
African republic as the result of an abor-
tive effort to establish a port on the
coast of Zululand. The British govern-
ment would not alow a port to be
opened and made a demonstration with,
gunboats In order to intimidate the mem-
bers of the young republic.

After its incorporation with the South
African republic it had representatives
in the Volksraad, the first of whom was
Meyer. Botha was promoted to commis

Vindicating
Sir William says, turned a great depres-
sion In the desert into a lake. The ancient
Egyptians built an enormous dike from
the lake to the Nile, which, made the en-

tire country fertile, but the dike became
the cause of constant strife between the
kings of upper and lower Egypt.

Joseph, who had been .imprisoned by
cna of tha pharaoha of lower Egypt, was
more Intelligent than his captors and
realized that eventually a fleet from the
upper Nile would come down and cut the
dike. The water would all flow Into the
great depressions and a loag famine
would result '

Joseph figured that 'the .upper kings
couldn't get their fleets ready for the
successful attack for seven years, and
upon his urgent advice his captors began
storing ap grain again) the evil day when
the famine would. come.; His words were
prophetic and was the dike was cap-

tured snd 'entand'the famine came the
people ot lewer Egypt, were ready for It
Joseph was. then raised, to an 'exalted po
sition, and he later retooata sua au
keidttxe
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sioner to Swaziland, a position wnieh he
held for some five or six years. Later he
was elected to the Volksraad.

While he was serving in the legislature
an application came from a concern ask-
ing for the privilege of making dynamite.
When the application was first voted on
It was defeated, Botha being one of those
who cast his vote against It. A second
application was made, however, and
granted. This time Botha voted for It,
and It was charged that Botha had
changed his vote because he had been
bribed. The charge was never proved
and the consensus of opinion at the time
was that it was jealousy that had prompt-
ed the charge.

Botha was still a member of the Raad
when England set out on her campaign to
subjugate the Boers in 1899. He Joined
his old Vrljheld commando among his
comrades and under his old general,
Lukas Meyer. He was engaged in the
first fight at Talana and distinguished
himself by bravery in rescuing several
wounded Boers and carrying them be-

hind the lines.
For this deed and by his clever

handling of a squad of men whose officers
had all been killed or wounded he was
promoted to the rank of assistant fighting
general, which was equivalent to" the
rank of colonel.

He was In the long trek from Dundee
to 'Ladysmith and took part In the fa-

mous siege of Ladysmith. When General
Jouhert was mortally wounded outside
Ladysmith he expressed the wish that
Louis Botha. who had distinguished
himself on several occasions by his dar-
ing and good generalship, should succeed
him as general of the Transvaal forces.

It was at a meeting held In a wood- -

shed on the Natal border on the eve of
the war that both Jouhert and Botha
strongly advised the Boers not to croM
the border. There were too many Boer
Jingoes present, however, and the goo
advice was not heeded.

For thlr reason there were some peo-
ple who opposed Botha's elevation to the
rank of commandant general. The major-
ity of the leaders, however, felt that
there was no other man for the position
and he was overwhelmingly elected to
th place.

It was Botha who led the Boers aa
thev cut their way through the forces
of Buller, who had surrounded them. He
personally was In charge of the force
which withstood the Dublin fuslleers as
they tried to cross the river and out-
flank the Boer army. It was a terrible
da- - for both Boers and English. Botha
wj"! continually on the move. Riding a
white horse, he made a conspicuous ob-

ject as he directed the men In their
moves and In their building of earth-
works, and almost by a miracle he came
through the battle nnscratched. v

After the brave fight that the hanfful
of Boers made against the unlimited
thousands of English troops it was Botha
who negotiated the peace terms. He
proved as capable a statesman as a war-
rior. He. the succeeded in
getting from the iron-heart- Kitchener
and the old diplomat Mllner extraordi-
narily easy terms.

Botha signed the treaty and he has re-
ligiously lived up to the terms. When
England went to war with Germany
Botha was premier of the Boer republic
which England had conquered. And as
premier he felt It his duty to take the
field against his brother Boers who had
seized the opportunity to rebel against
England and to punish a few. He has
been severely criticized for this, but
whether he did right or wrong Is a ques-
tion for history to decide.

'Later he moved against the Germans
In their colony In Southwest Africa and
conquered their territory. It was then
that his old foe. Lord Kitchener, sent
him a message of congratulations. To
everybody's surprise he Invited the victo-
rious Boer general to come to England
to help the British fight the Germans In
Europe. Botha's reply was no less as-
tonishing In that he accepted the Invita-
tion with the most pronounced display of
warmth he has ever shown.

The territory that Botha captured
from the Germans In Africa has been
named Bothaland in his honor. It Is be-

ing whispered about in England that he
has been offered rank and title. The Eng-
lish think that it Is due the man
who, more than any other, has attempted
to bring about an understanding between
the English and the conquered but still
proud Boers.

Will Botha accept rank and title from
the English? He is a plain man of the
people and has been brought up among a
people who despise all ranks and titles.
All his training has been antimonarchlcal,
but his detractors say that it Utle is of-
fered to him he 'will accept lvas he has
accepted every other lucrative position
the English have yet offered him.

the Apple1
Sir William believes that one of thagreat mistakes of the ancient historians

was to have Moses leading the children
of Israel across the Red sea. If.Mosea
had gone to the Red sea In the time he is
credited with taking, .he would hare had
to lead his flock, in which were many
children, across forty-fo- ur miles-o- f desert
In twenty-fou- r hours

"Those people who still Insist that the
Israelites crossed the Red sea admit that
If they did so the Red sea must hava
come np about thirty-on- e miles farther
than it does today," he maintains. "Way
should it be made' to come up thirty-on- s
miles Just to please these people sot
have made a mistake In translation"

Moses actually crossed the River Nils,
tSlr William 'claims, and the way heIa4
his followers across on dry land wai te
build a dike. When the Israelites had
crossed Moses cut the dike and the Egyp-
tian army following them was drowned

"While restoring an old branch of the
Nile I did very much what Moses did la
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